MTB WORLD CHAM PIONSHIP 2004September 10: Cross Country JUN Men

Schurter wins it for Switzerland - By Rob Jones in Les Gets

Switzerland confirmed that its development program is in great shape, with
Nino Schurter taking the Junior Men's cross-country title less than 24 hours
after countrywoman Nathalie Schneitter won the Junior Women's gold medal.
Host country France took both the silver and bronze medal podium spots with
strong rides from Stephane Tempier and Maxime Marotte.

Schurter led the five lap race from start to finish, with the fastest lap splits on
all but the final lap, when he slowed to savour his victory. Behind, Russia's
Denis Vorontsov moved into second, and looked to be heading for the silver
medal through the first half of the race. However, the French duo were
moving up steadily, and overtook Vorontsov on the fourth lap, with Tempier
dropping his team mate in the final lap for the silver medal. Vorontsov faded
badly in the last lap, and was overtaken by Germany's Andi Weinhold for
fourth.

Nino Schurter
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While Schurter did not disappoint his pre-race favourite status, he came into

the race wary: "Last week I was very worried because I had pain in my throat

and ears, and I had to take antibiotics. I was concerned that they might affect my condition, but during my lap
in the Team relay it was okay, which was a big relief."

The Swiss then declared himself a happy man: "For me, this is like a dream come true. I <=
had a perfect race, with no crashes or incidents. I was able to ride at my own speed, never "
over the red line, at a comfortable pace for me."

Results
1 Nino Schurter (Switzerland) 1.34.24
2 Stephane Tempier (France) 2.05
3 Maxime Marotte (France) 2.48
4 Andi Weinhold (Germany) 4.02 Stephane Tempier,
5 Denis Vorontsov (Russia) 4.46 Maxime Marotte,
. , ) Photo ©: Rob Jones
6 Fabian Giger (Switzerland) 5.08
7 Raphael Gagne (Canada) 5.33
8 Benjamin Giraud (France) 5.42
9 Hans Becking (Netherlands) 5.49
10 Shaun Lewis (Australia) 6.23
11 Giuseppe Clara (Italy) 6.34
12 Luka Kodra (Slovenia) 7.01
13 Olivier Sarrazin (France) 7.10
14 Marc Colom (France) 7.25
15 Yannick Bernasconi (Switzerland) 7.35
16 Justin Case (Australia) 7.39
17 Joel Healy (Australia) 7.42
18 Thomas Juul-Jensen (Denmark) 7.52
19 Quincy Vens (Belgium) 7.53
20 Rudolf Biedermann (Switzerland) 8.02
21 Jan Skarnitzl (Czech Republic) 8.04
22 Alexander Wetterhall (Sweden) 8.14
23 Robert Gehbauer (Austria) 8.48
24 Burry Stander (South Africa) 8.55
25 Ken Onodera (Japan) 9.09
26 Nicola Rohrbach (Switzerland)
27 Bjorn Brems (Belgium) 10.01
28 Michael Hutter (Switzerland) 10.18
29 Jonathan Boulanger (Canada) 10.47
30 Dariusz Batek (Poland) 11.12
31 Dario Gasco (Argentina) 11.18
32 Ermin Van Wyk (Namibia) 11.58
33 Martin Matrat (France) 12.39
34 Daniel Sch€tz (Switzerland) 12.44
35 Fabio Cappi (Italy) 12.51
36 Maarten Krommendijk (Netherlands) 12.54
37 Michal Lami (Slovakia) 13.03
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