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Report/Rapport: Men/Hommes - Juniors Cross country - 17.9.1999 - 11.30-13.30

Nicolas Filippi (FRA) took the gold medal on Friday in the Junior men's race with an opening-lap attack
that outlasted both the field and the horrible race conditions. He crossed the line as France's first medal
winner of this year's world championships, 1'19" ahead of second-placed Carlos Coloma (ESP), and 1:56
ahead of Florian Vogel (SUI), who crossed the line third.

Rain and cold wind pelted the world's fastest mountain bike racers in the 18 years and under category
throughout the 29.7 km race.

Despite a crash in the first lap and a broken front shock in the final lap, Filippi was able to stay clear of the
chasing group after his opening salvo in the first of three laps.

"It was very hard. The climbs were very long. I pushed hard at the start to get away from the other
riders," said Fillipi, a strong downbhill racer who has trained with downhill world champion Nicolas
Vouilloz. "I never really felt threatened because after I went into the lead I kept my gap."

The top 10 positions changed with each lap as riders moved
forward and fell back. Spain's Coloma, who helped his squad
win the team relay on Wednesday, held off any potential
challenge from Vogel and claimed the silver medal. "/
started slowly on the first lap because I knew the race was
very long. I worked hard in the race and passed riders one
by one," said Coloma, from a small town in northern Spain
near the Pyrenees. "I had one problem with my chain on the
final lap, but I didn't panic and it was OK."

Vogel's third-place finish was a consolation for his flat tire in
Wednesday's team relay. His Swiss team was leading when
he flatted. "I will be back. Maybe next year I will win. I
didn't expect to medal today," he said. "I thought maybe I would finish in the top five."

Conditions were miserable for the junior race. Cold winds blasted this ski resort, some 200 kilometers south
of the Arctic Circle. Rain turned the already technical course into a rooty, slippery nightmare. Dozens of
riders went down in a steep descent in the first lap.

Maxim Gogolev (RUS) had a spectacular race. After crashing in the first lap, he worked his way throught
the top 20 to finish fifth at 4:54 back. He passed Cyclo-Cross Junior Champion Matt Kelly (US4) in the
closing metres.

The American Kelly was in the hunt early on, nearly taking over third-place when he got mired in the mud
on a slippery climbing section. He seemed to lose his momentum and crossed the line sixth at 4:59 back. "I
felt like I had excellent form today. I'm in the best shape of my life, but when I woke up this morning with the
pouring rain, I knew I could only ride my best today and that's what I did. I knew it wasn't the best of
conditions for me," Kelly said.

Flash Quotes:

Ist Nicolas Filippi, France




About his race in general
"It was very hard... the climbs were very long... I pushed hard at the start to get away from the other
riders...I was in the lead for most of the race..."

About his main challengers

"In the Junior category you never know... I never really felt threatened, because after I went into the lead |
kept my gap."

When he started to believe he would win

"l was very concentrated all the way to the end. I did not start to believe I would win until the road section
shortly before the finish."”

2nd Carlos Coloma

About his race in general
"I started slowly because I just couldn't go any faster ... lap by lap I got up to speed and passed riders one by
one... I had one problem, which was with my chain on the final lap, but I did not panic and it was ok."

3rd Florian Vogel

How his race went

"I joined the leaders easily at the start of the race... I did not need all of my strength at the beginning, so I
felt good towards the end... The German rider (Kaess) was not too far behind me at the end and so I was
very aware of him."

On his form and his hopes
"After riding in the Team Relay on Wednesday I was very happy with my form, even if maybe unlucky in the
race... 1 did not expect to win a medal today, I thought maybe I would finish in the top five."
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39 WIDMER, Jonas
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