MTB World Cup XC #6 & DH #5 - CDM

Maribor, Slovenia, September 14-16, 2007

September 15: Elite Women Cross Country - Liu wins final cross country in Slovenia
By Rob Jones in Maribor - cyclingnews.com

In the elite women's event, Lui Ying became only the second Chinese
woman to win a World Cup, while there were no surprises in the overall
standings with recently crowned world champion Irina Kalentyeva
(Topeak-Ergon) winning the overall title.

Georgia Gould (Luna) took an aggressive lead on the opening climb,
looking to get into the singletrack descent first. She was successful, and
was followed by Sabine Spitz (Ghost), Marie-Helene Premont (Rocky
Mountain-Haywood) and Kalentyeva. Lui had been caught behind a
crash at the start, and made an impressive surge up to the front group
on the second lap; recording the fastest lap of the race in the process.

A lap later, and the lead group was down to four - Premont,
Kalentyeva, Spitz and Lui, with Gould slowly going backwards. Premont
took the lead early in the lap, but by the end it was Lui attacking, with Ying Liu (China)
the others unable to match her pace. This was an echo of the world Photo ©: Rob Jones
championships a week earlier, when the Chinese rider also put in a

massive attack, only to fade in the final lap and finish with the bronze

medal.

This time, there was no fading, as she steadily extended her lead over Kalentyeva and Spitz, with Premont riding
the climb a little slower than the other two. However, Premont was just conserving her energy, and on the fourth
lap she went by Spitz, and then on the fifth surged again, passing Kalentyeva in the final half lap to take second.

"I wanted to save something for the last lap, because I knew that would be important,”
explained Premont. "I started to go harder on the first climb and then caught Irina before
the second technical climb. After that I gave it everything in the final descent and the flat
part to the finish."

Both Premont and Kalentyeva were collapsed over their handlebars for minutes after the
race, while Lui still looked fresh enough for another lap. Her team mate Ren Chengyuan,
who won the U23 title, also had a remarkable race; finishing fifth after a poor start which

Marie-Helene Premont  pyt her back in the high teens on lap two.
(Rocky Mountain Haywood)
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Lui was slightly more animated with her win than usual, cracking a smile as she crossed

the line (but no arms in the air, much to the chagrin of photographers). "The crash at the
start made it hard for me, because there were too many riders to be able to pass quickly. Maybe I could have
been better without the crash."

The question is: How much better than first do you need to be?

In the women's final overall rankings, Premont took second behind Kalentyeva, followed by
Ren, Spitz and Marga Fullana (Spiuk) - the latter absent in Maribor after receiving a 15 day
suspension for high haematocrit at the world championships.

Race notes

- Kalentyeva was happy to win the World Cup title, but the rainbow stripes she took last
week "that means much more, because it was always my dream to win. But the World Cup |, «aientieva (Topeak)
is very tough to win, because you always have to be in the top-three. This year was quite Photo ©: Rob Jones
different, with Gunn-Rita (Dahle-Flesjaa - Multivan-Merida) and Marga (Fullana) missing; I

think next year will be more interesting!"

- While many of the top riders head off to Beijing for the test event next weekend, neither Kalentyeva or Premont
will attend. For Kalentyeva it is because Russia is not ranked high enough to receive an invite ("It is finished for
me this year, now I fly home to visit my parents," she explained.). For Premont it was by choice: "I am too busy
with school (she is a graduate student in pharmaceutical studies) and it is a very long trip for two days. There is
lots of time next year to see the course; I think I will go by myself maybe in March to see the course."
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Ying Liu (Chn) China

Marie-Helene Premont (Can) Rocky Mountain Haywood

Irina Kalentieva (Rus) Topeak

Sabine Spitz (Ger) Ghost International Racing
Ren Chengyuan (Chn) China

Georgia Gould (USA) Luna Womens MTB

Petra Henzi (Swi) Fischer-BMC
Rosara Joseph (NZl) New Zealand
Elisabeth Osl (Aut) Tonis Pro Team Kirchberg
Catherine Pendrel (Can) Norco

Lene Byberg (Nor) Specialized

Jingjing Wang (Chn) China

Katerina Nash (Cze) Luna Womens MTB Team

Mary McConneloug (USA) Kenda Seven

Willow Koerber (USA) Subaru-Gary Fisher

Anna Szafraniec (Pol) Halls Professional Mtb
Katrin Leumann (Swi)

Magdalena Sadlecka (Pol) Halls Professional Mtb
Kiara Bisaro (Can) Opus

Sabrina Enaux (Fra) Team Lapierre International
Anna Enocsson (Swe) Ghost International Racing
Heather Irmiger (USA) Subaru-Gary Fisher
Maroussia Rusca (Swi)

Nina Homovec (Slo)

Tereza Hurikova (Cze) Ceska Sporitelna Mtb
Laura Turpijn (Ned)

Bernardine Boog-Rauwerda (Ned)

Nathalie Schneitter (Swi)

Janka Stevkova (Svk)

Blaza Klemencic (Slo) Pintatim Full-Dynamix

Cécile Rode Ravanel (Fra) Team Lapierre International

Tanja Zakelj (Slo)

Ivonne Kraft (Ger)

Arielle Van Meurs (Ned)

Eva Lechner (Ita)

Sarah Koba (Swi)

Katrin Schwing (Ger)

Kelli Emmett (USA) Giant Mountain Bike Team
Kaytee Boyd (NZ1)

Hanna Klein (Ger)

Wendy Simms (Can) Kona Les Gets
Natalya Krompets (Ukr)

Liliya Zaytseua (Ukr)

Francisca Campos Salas (Chi)
Sandra Walter (Can)

Jaqueline Mourao (Bra)
Alexandra Engen (Swe)

Asa Maria Erlandsson (Swe) Subaru-Gary Fisher
Maaris Meier (Est)

Laurence Leboucher (Fra)

Emma Colson (Aus)

Darinka Bresar (Slo)

Tarja Owens (Irl)

Sandra Dolcerocca (Den)

Two laps behind
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Maddie Horton (GBr)
Marie Kunst (Den)

Ana Zupan (Slo)

Theresa Richardson (USA)

Q Julie Krasniak (Fra) Team Lapierre International
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