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Smoke from the Californian big guns hung in the air at Sierra
Nevada
after round six of the Swatch-UCI Dual World Cup. Flyin’ Brian
Lopes (USA, Mongoose) beat his co-Californian, series leader David
Cullinan (USA, Schwinn-Toyota), in spectacular fashion to take his
second
win of the series - his second world cup win in a row.

The women's race
was a more mixed bag, when Katrina Miller
(AUS, Jamis) beat Sabrina
Jonnier (FRA, Sintesi Verlicchi) in a final
run where the Frenchwoman got
seriously injured in a crash and was
unable to receive her second place
medal. With huge crowds, perfect
weather and amazing competition, this was
by far the craziest Dual
event of the year.

Staccato Cycling

Saturday evening hosted this increasingly popular Swatch Dual
World
Series, held on a short but bumpy course designed by Glen
Jacobs. Runs
took approximately 20 seconds, but several line options
provided fast
passing opportunities.

The course began with a drop into a bump section, followed by a
couple
turns, more bumps and then a huge double jump. After a right
sweeper and
another deep double, riders ended their runs in the
downhill finish arena
adjacent to the Sierra Nevada village buildings.
Several thousand
spectators took advantage of the region’s weather



and late sunset to cheer
loudly for these side-by-side duallists.
Indeed, this was the largest
crowd seen so far this season.

A live television broadcast filmed Lopes defeating Cullinan in a
hectic
final run of the knock-out (single-elimination) contest. Half
way down the
course the two finalists crashed into each other and
both landed on the
dusty ground. Lopes was the first to pick up his
bike and continue, taking
the day’s title while Cullinan held onto the
white leader’s jersey. Scott
Beaumont (GBR, Kona) won the
consolation ride-off for third place.

In the women’s final run, points leader Miller and downhill ace
Jonnier
also crashed on the course, but in this pile-up Jonnier was injured
seriously enough to
be taken off the course in a stretcher. Miller stopped
her run and waited with Jonnier as
medical personnel attended to her,
finally rolling down the course for the day’s title after
Jonnier was
taken to the hospital. Jonnier’s condition was not known at the time of
writing.
Lisa Sher (USA, Rotec) won the consolation ride-off for third
place.

By Ari Cheren
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bib UCIcode name/nom nat team 

1 2 USA197109 LOPES Brian USA MONGOOSE 

2 4 USA196910 CULLINAN Dave USA SCHWINN/TOYOTA 

3 1 GBR197806 BEAUMONT Scott GBR KONA 

4 11 GBR197411 LONGDEN Will GBR MBUK/SPECIALIZED 

5 5 SVK198204 POLC Filip SVK SEAT MERIDA KCK 

5 7 GER197202 BENEKE Jürgen GER SCHWINN/TOYOTA 

5 8 USA196906 KING Mike USA TEAM GT 

5 14 AUS197711 MCCARROLL Sean AUS GIANT 

9 3 GBR197406 PEAT Steve GBR TEAM GT 

9 6 BEL197312 CLOSSET Pascal BEL DIESEL-BIANCHI 

9 9 ITA196606 HERIN Corrado ITA SINTESI VERLICCHI 

9 15 ESP197412 QUINA Jaime ESP ILICITANO 

9 16 SUI1977 JOSEPH Michel SUI BE ONE TEAM 

9 20 SUI197806 BÜELER Andy SUI SCOTT INTL 

9 21 GBR197210 PONTING Tim GBR ANIMAL/PLAYSTATI 

9 23 IRL197709 O'BRIEN Glyn IRL ROTEC 

17 10 USA197303 ODRISCOLL Chris USA SOLID RACING 

17 12 FRA197306 KOCH Guillaume FRA SCOTT INTL 

17 13 USA197405 VOREIS Kirt USA MT DEW/SPECIALIZ 

17 17 GBR1970 GEALL Steve GBR GIANT DOWNHILL TEAM 

17 18 ESP197004 BARCONS Carlos ESP SCOTT 

17 19 FRA197501 AMOUR Karim FRA GT FRANCE 

17 22 SUI1978 CALUORI Claudio SUI MONGOOSE 

17 24 JPN197011 TSUKAMOTO Takashi JPN DIRT BROS 

17 25 GBR197305 PLUNKETT Paul GBR ROTEC 

17 26 BRA198000 BERCHTOLD M. E. BRA YETI BRASIL 

17 27 CZE197803 HYNCICA Vlastimil CZE GRAFOBAL-GT 

17 29 GBR1974 DAVIS Mark GBR GIANT DOWNHILL TEAM 

17 30 FRA197503 BERNIERE Jérome FRA EXTREME BIKE ADV 

17 31 ESP197501 NUNEZ Jose Ramon ESP BICIMANIA 

17 32 SUI197509 RHYNER Raffael SUI ANIMAL/PLAYSTATI 

  28 SVK197901 PAPALA Martin SVK PAPALA RT TRNAVA 
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