Tissot/UCI World Cup - MTB 2002

DH#2 : Maribor, SLO : 08-09.06.2002

Chausson & Kovarik Win Maribor Downhill

Anne-Caroline Chausson (FRA, Volvo-Cannondale) returned to the top of the podium this
weekend in Maribor, Slovenia when the champion rider won both qualifying and the finals of
round 2 to earn a perfect 250 points and vault from 15th overall to 3rd. Then, in the men's

final Chris Kovarik (AUS, Intense Cycles) won his third-straight world cup - his second this
season in a closely-fought battle of the world's best.

Women's racing was dominated by Anne-Caroline Chausson (FRA, Volvo-Cannondale) Sunday,
as she won both the qualifier round as well as the afternoon's finals in a wet and slippery
event. She beat Sabrina Jonnier (FRA, Intense Cycles) by nine seconds, but Jonnier takes
over the series lead after two strong races this season.
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After receiving the #15 bib this week to reflect her standing going into
the race, Chausson was motivated to improve her standings after last
week's disappointment.

"I was really super motivated for this race after last weekend," Chausson
| said. "I didn't like that course and I just wanted to forget about it, so I
4 | went home for two or three days."

i The rest helped, as she won in difficult conditions. "The course was

completely different from qualifying,” she said. "I had to choose a mud
— ' =% tyre for the last off-camber section, and on the rocks it was really bad,
but I didn't crash. The tyres were wet, but everywhere in the forest it was dry ..

Jonnier had qualified sixth-fastest, and unseated a pair of young Austrian riders Petra
Bernhard (AUT, Rainer-Wurz.com) and Anita Molcik (AUT, Bank of Austria National Team),
who had previously sat in the hotseat. Besides Jonnier, all the other top-qualifying women had
problems on the course, mostly due to the deteriorating weather conditions. This helped those
who had gone earlier, but hurt the very last women as they struggled to retain their speed
from qualifying.

Sabrina Jonnier, FRA

"I didn't have a good run,"” confirmed Jonnier. "It was difficult in the
rain. This morning I wanted a good run but did a mistake in qualifying
and was also tired from the four-cross last night. But the weather was
bad for all of us."

Jonnier now has 330 points overall, taking the Tissot leader's jersey for
the first time in her career with Tracy Moseley (GBR, Team Kona) and
~ Chausson ranked 2nd and 3rd, respectively.
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