Tissot/UCI World Cup - MTB 2002

DH#1 : Fort William, GBR : 01-02.06.2002

Australia's Kovarik and England’'s Moseley Celebrate
Downhill Wins:

The 2002 season of the Tissot-UCI Mountain Bike World Cup began its downhill season this
weekend in Fort William, Scotland as two Commonwealth nations celebrated victories in
Sunday's finals. Chris Kovarik (AUS, Intense Cycles) won his second-straight world cup race
for the men, just after Tracy Moseley (GBR, Team Kona) won her career's first.

Large, enthusiastic crowds lined all 2.6 kilometres of Scotland's new world cup course, which
dropped 525 metres from the Ben Nevis mountain range over rocks and mud to the base area
below. And, with both the debut of Four-Cross racing Saturday evening and the debut of world
cup racing in Scotland, it was a memorable weekend for this mountain bike circuit. Weather
was cool and wet for much of the day, raining lightly during much of the competition.

Chris Kovarik, AUS

An unusual men's race featured a dominant win by the
Australian Kovarik, who beat both Cedric Gracia (FRA, Volvo-
Cannondale) and Nathan Rennie (AUS, Yeti/Pearl Izumi) by an
amazing 14.02 seconds. The two runners-up tied for 2nd place
after posting the exact same times down to the hundredth of a
second. Kovarik's impressive winning margin is the largest in
recent memory, and comes on the heels of his win at the final
round last season.

"I was nervous today," said Kovarik. "I had a good timed
practice run yesterday, but in qualifying I took it too fast and
crashed, and that balled me up for the rest of my run." But
Kovarik still managed to qualify 3rd fastest for the final, then
stayed up on his bike to post an amazing time of 4:33 in the
final with an average speed of 35 kph.

"I have a rugged style, holding one foot out and using flat
pedals,” he added. "I think I ride on the limit, and can do that with my style - it works for
me." Kovarik admits that two straight wins don't hurt his mental game either. "Yeah, it gives
me a real confidence boost, and tells me that I belong in the top five."

Cedric Gracia, FRA

Gracia captured second place after a wild run from the two-time
world cup winner, as he rolled across the finish covered in

mud. "I crashed in the woods and smashed myself good, but I
never gave up,"” he said. "I'm tired of finishing just in the top
ten, I think I'm angry and more determined. I have a new bike
that works so good, new Fox shock and Oakley shoes, my
sponsors are great and the team atmosphere is good."

Nathan Rennie (AUS, Yeti/Pearl Izumi) tied with Gracia for 2nd place, coincidentally sharing
the Tissot "hotseat” at one point during the finals as they awaited the eventual winner. Asked if
he had a clean run, Rennie replied "As clean as it gets considering all the mud. But it was
generally smooth and I didn't get any arm pump - so I'm happy with the run."



Nathan Rennie, AUS

Second-seeded Nicolas Vouilloz (FRA, Vouilloz Racing

Team) finished 4th after crashing during his final run, running

. off the course and into a ditch to the left of the track. Faring
even worse was the top qualifier Steve Peat (GBR,
Royal/Orange), the local favorite who had a pair of wild crashes
in his run. He crossed the finish covered in mud and without a
saddle, his goggle lens material strewn around his body to take
17th place.

Words: Ari Cheren
Images: Mark Dawson www.fattirefotos.com

Vouilloz | Gracia | Kovarik | Rennie | Pascal


https://web.archive.org/web/20120803082505/http:/www.fattirefotos.com/
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I3 86 AUT19810330 HAAS Mathias BANK AUSTRIA 5:25.45 + 51.47
--——————
| 58 [ GBR19750211 HUGHES Stuart 5:29.61 + 55.63
| 59 | ]
KXY o0 1RL19790505 YOONG Andrew 5:32.50 + 58.52
| 61 | I
I?Y 114 SwWE19781130 OELUND Herman 5:38.36 +1:04.38
| 63 | 'MAXXIS-MSC
Y 130 BEL19830209  LENSSENS Kristof 5:40.38 +1:06.40
XA 135 RSA19790509  KEPPLER Shaun 5:43.16 +1:09.18
KA 31 FRA19800826 DELDYCKE  Mickael =~ FIATROTWILD  5:43.39 +1:09.41
102 RSA19780315  HOPKINS Mark 5:44.63 +1:10.65
-————_
94 RSA19841113 DELPORT Jason 5:49.23 +1:15.25

118 1IRL19721229 MC GUIGAN Martin 5:50.77 +1:16.79

USA19840901 BEYTAGH Gerrit 6:25.63 +1:51.65

]
'BANK AUSTRIA ~ 5:52.31
AUT19810426  JIRSAK Ernst 5:55.91 +1:21.93
——————
]

26 FRA19760719 LAGNEAU Cyril MAXXIS-MSC 6:41.63 +2:07.65

84 FRA19830509 ORTIZ Nicolas 13:25.23 +8:51.25



