Tissot/UCI World Cup - MTB 2001
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Chausson Nearly Perfect

The penultimate round of the Tissot-UCI Mountain Bike World Cup featured exciting downhill
racing in Austria Saturday, as thousands of fans lined the long and slippery course in Kaprun to
watch their favorite riders go for the win - as the season winds down and the competition heats up.
Under cool cloudy skies, the world's best competed in the first of this weekend's four big events.

And all were treated to a thrilling men's final where 19-year-old Greg Minnaar (RSA, Global Racing
Team) earned his (and his team's) first-ever world cup victory by taking a narrow win on a tricky
2.5 km course. Anne-Caroline Chausson (FRA, Volvo-Cannondale) also won, earning her sixth
victory this season.

Anne-Caroline Chausson learned last week in Leysin that a perfect season would no longer be
possible, and so used both Saturday's semi-final and final runs to ensure she would win the
championship - and thus won her sixth race in seven tries. She qualified fastest in the morning's
session, and then in the afternoon won yet another final run - this time by nearly ten seconds over
second-place Tracy Moseley (GBR, Team Kona/Ford Focus).

Anne-Caroline Chausson, FRA

"It was hard today," said Chausson after winning on the muddy
track. "I knew the course would be a bit drier [than in qualifying], but
it was slippery and I made some small mistakes in the first part.”
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Chausson had also qualified fastest earning 50 points toward the
overall in the process - plus another 200 for her win. "I had to go for it
with no brakes - because you never know if you will win - so you just
go as fast as you can until the finish. But usually, if I don't crash I can get on the podium."

Chausson completed her run at an average speed of 21.9 kph in seven minutes and one second,
9.45 seconds faster than Moseley. Tracy also had problems on the top of the course but held on to
take the lead - spending some time in the famous Tissot hotseat and then matching her career's
best result. Moseley was the fourth-fastest qualifier, which encouraged her in the finals.

She said "I always knew I could do well here, but last year I crashed near the finish. Today I just
tried to stay on the bike, and in the first section I was all over the place and had so many risky
moments. My aim was to go slow and hang on&€)| it wasn't very pretty."

Sabrina Jonnier (FRA, RSP Import Intense) finished third after also spending time in the hotseat.
She took the leader's chair from Fionn Griffiths (GBR, Ancillotti Zeal), who ended up fourth for the
day. Missy Giove (USA, Global Racing Team) qualified second-fastest, but crashed near the finish
line and earned a fifth-place result.

With her win, Chausson has the world cup title locked up with a 465-point lead over Giove with just
one race remaining. Last week's winner Katja Repo (FIN, Team GT) is third overall, and finished
sixth this week.

Next stop on the Tissot-UCI Mountain Bike World Cup is the final round in Mont Sainte-Anne,
Quebec, Canada
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